
Bull Trout Cross I&M Proposal for FY2011 on Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge 

Project: Bull Trout Spawning Surveys on Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge 

Bull trout are listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act and Myrtle Creek was 
designated as critical habitat for bull trout this year.   Myrtle Creek flows east out of the Selkirk 
Mountains, enters the refuge’s western boundary near the base of Myrtle Creek Falls, flows for 
6.4 km and empties into the Kootenai River on the refuge’s northern boundary.  Two key bull 
trout habitat types are spawning and rearing habitat and foraging, migration and overwintering 
(FMO) habitat.  Myrtle Creek is designated as bull trout FMO habitat.  The Idaho Fisheries 
Resource Office surveyed refuge creeks in July 2009, including Myrtle, and confirmed the 
presence of adult bull trout, as well as a brook-bull trout hybrid.  Bull trout spawning and 
rearing has not been documented in Myrtle Creek.   Myrtle Creek is the only place where fishing 
is currently allowed on the Refuge. User numbers are unavailable but use is thought to be low.   
Brook trout have the potential to negatively impact bull trout through competition and 
hybridization.  
 
In developing fishery management recommendations for the Kootenai NWR Comprehensive 
Conservation Plan, Refuge, Fisheries, and Ecological Services staff agreed that additional 
monitoring is needed to determine whether bull trout are spawning and rearing in Myrtle Creek 
and what threat, if any, brook trout present.  They also suggested completing angler creel 
surveys to evaluate fishing pressure on Myrtle Creek.     

Funds are requested to conduct fall spawning surveys, evaluation of brook trout abundance and 
distribution, and angler creel surveys between June and November to determine number of 
fishing visits to the Refuge, species, and numbers of fish taken on Kootenai National Wildlife 
Refuge.   

Partners: Fish and Wildlife Service programs involved in this project include staff from the 
Refuge, Idaho Fisheries Resource Office, and the North Idaho Field Office of Ecological Services.  
Other partners include Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG), the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho 
(KTOI), and Friends of Kootenai NWR (Friends).  Estimated partner support as inkind labor is 
$4,000. 

FRO fishery biologists, assisted by partners, will conduct four snorkel surveys in Myrtle Creek 
starting in mid-August and ending the last week in September.  Data collected will include 
numbers, sizes, and distribution for all fish species.  We also seek funds to support an IDFG or 
KTOI employee to conduct angler creel surveys (up to 4 hours per week) on Myrtle Creek during 
the fishing season (June – November). 

Costs:  Salaries for 2 FRO fisheries biologists (12 days), travel, miscellaneous $12,000 

Creel survey support (4 hours per week X 28 weeks X 15.25 per hour) $  1,700  

       Total requested  $ 13,700 


